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WILDERNESS INVENTORY AND STUDY PROGRAMS
CALIFORNIA DESERT CONSERVATION AREA

April 19, 1978

The Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (FLPMA Sec. 601) requires
the preparation and completion of a comprehensive long-range plan for the

management, use, development and protection of the public lands within the i
California Desert Conservation Area on or before September 30, 1980. i

In addition, Section 603 of the Act requires an inventory and review of all road-
less areas with 5,000 acres or more of public lands to determine their suitability
for inclusion in the National Wilderness System.

In response, the Bureau of Land'Management has proposed Wilderness Policy
and Review Procedures which:

l.  Inventory all roadless areas of public lands which meet the i :
criteria of Section 2(c) of the Wilderness Act of 1964. '

2. Study each inventoried roadless area for possible designation
as wilderness using the Bureau's Planning System to determine
suitability or nonsuitability.

3.  Report to Congress.

The Bureau's Draft Wilderness Review Procedures vare out for public review
and comments from March thru May 17 and are to be finalized by July 1978.

In order to meet the wilderness requirements of Section 603 in the California
Desert Conservation Plan, and meet the planning deadline established by Congress,
it has been necessary to begin the Wilderness Inventory and Study Process in
advance of finalizing the Draft Bureau Wilderness Review Procedures in July.

- If significant changes in policy are made as a result of that review they will
be incorporated in the California Desert Wilderness Program when the final
Bureau Wilderness Policy is approved.

The Inventory phase of the Wilderness Program in the California Desert will
begin now. It will be conducted as approved by the Director, Bureau of Land
Management, as follows:

- - - Using the road inventory and ownership pattern, identify all roadless
areas with 5,000 acres or more of contiguous publie lands, including
other agency publie land on which the combined total exceeds 5,000
acres. ‘
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